[Clinical aspects of hypophyseal metastases].
Metastatic tumors within the pituitary gland are rare. The incidence--reported by series of autopsies--differs from 1.8-12% of metastatic tumors. Most of the primary tumors are breast cancers, followed by cancers of the gastro-intestinal system. Only 20% of these metastases are clinically diagnosed. Diabetes insipidus is the main symptom, correlating with the greater incidence of metastatic lesions in the posterior lobe. The unusual features of a reported case are discussed. In this case the dysfunction of cranial nerves passing the sella turcica led to the diagnosis. Therapy with Flutamid initiated a remission. Survival of 18 months is remarkably long.